ECYC GAZETTE

‘……For your ins and your outs,

and your whereabouts !

Welcome back!
We hope you loved our
Summer Edition...which
left us inspired and
which we will always
remember!
And now, Autumn has
come, the leaves are
brown, and the sky
reverts to grey but, life
still shines bright at
ECYC!
In keeping with the
season, we've compiled
a somewhat back to
school
theme.
So
please, read on as we
learn the thrill and spill
of secondary education.
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ECYC's Seconadary
School Daze!!!

Over the summer, a handsome amount of our members
made the epic transition onto secondary school...big
school, bigger blazers and, tons of homework. We hear
from 6 of those who tell us year 7 maybe bigger but,
it aint all heaven....

Jessy- Chelsea Academy
Were you looking forward to Year 7? 'Yes. For me entering
secondary school has always been a sign of 'growing up.'' How
was your first day? 'The good news is I made a friend. The
bad is that I got lost, twice.'' What fears/expectations did
you have? 'I was enthusiastic about getting to do loads of
practical experiments in science. And I was worried about the
teachers being a lot stricter.'' What do you miss about
primary? 'Being in a more familiar environment and, the fact I
used to be the oldest in year 6!'' What's been the highlight
so far? 'Going on a spritual retreat to St Luke's church.''

Ellie- Our Lady of Magdalene
school for girls
Were you looking forward to year 7? 'Very much. Seven of my
friends were going to be joining me from primary.'' How was the first
day of secondary? 'Excellent! I made as much new friends as I knew
coming in!'' Where there any apprehentions about starting
secondary? 'Obviously, there's the worry of bullies, particulalry if
you're one of the younger pupils. Luckily, I'd made a lot of friends early
on and, generally everyone at school was really nice and
welcoming.'' What's been the best highlight so far? 'Just the way
I've nicely settled in and, been able to study new subjects like
Geography and Drama.''

Jerzy- Chelsea Academy
Were you looking forward to Year 7? 'Yes, in the sense I would be
entering a new chapter of my life.'' How was your first day?
'Exciting! I remember having loads of energy and glad to see my old
friends who'd be joining me from primary. What fears/expectations
did you have? 'I was worried I may get into trouble, and struggle to
adjust. I did on the other hand expect Secondary to be much bigger than
primary and looked forward to getting lost and discovering every inch of
the building.'' What do you miss about primary? 'My old friends,
and my teachers who'd taught me since year 1.'' What's been your
best highlight so far? 'When my whole house 'CURIE' got invited to our
first trip.''

Adam- Holland Park School
Were you looking forward to year 7? 'I was a bit nervous during the summer
holiday leading up, but as it drawed near gradually became enthusiastic.'' What
were your fears/expectations? 'I thought it would be smooth in general,
though I was apprehensive about some of the older kids being bullies. One thing I
looked forward to was getting lost in a bigger school.'' How was your first day? 'I
was quiet and found it hard to speak to anyone. I also remember looking forward to
my first science lesson- which turned out to be boring as we did no experiments.'' So
far, how has secondary differed from primary? 'Uniforms!''
What's been the best moment of year 7? 'Making my first friend, a week into
starting. This was very important for me as in the first few days I'd had problems with
bullies, which made me anxious. I have since reported them to a BEHAVIORAL AND
ATTITUDE DEPT''

Aisha- Chelsea Academy
Were you looking forward to year 7? 'The truth? No! As far
back as year 5 I'd had nightmares about all the homework's and
detention!'' How was the first day of secondary? 'Better than
I'd expected. For the first week all the year 7s got served lunch first
and, we're let out of school before everyone else!'' What were
your fears/expectations? 'That secondary would be a dull and
strict place where you get disciplined for the slightest things. I did
expect to find many of my colleagues from Bousfield with me,
however. What do you miss most from Primary? 'My old
friends who went off to other schools.'' What's been the
highlight of year 7, so far?' 'The space and, freedom to explore.''

Salim- Chelsea Academy
Were you looking forward to Year 7? 'Absolutely! Although
I'd heard a lot about Chelsea Academy from my older sister, I was
very keen to discover what'd be like as an actual student.'' What
fears/expectaions did you have? 'My older sister left for sixth
form the summer before, so I feared not having someone to guide
my first stages. I also worried about being lonely and not making
friends. But I was very eager to settle in however, meet new
teachers and show them what I'm capable of.'' How was 1st
day? 'Really Great. I had attended the summer school and that
gave me a chance to get used to the surroundings and make new
friends. First day of actual school was very hectic, but I did get
awarded a CONSIDERATE ACHIEVEMENT award, for finding
someone's missing bag and returning it to them.'' What's been
the best moment of secondary so far? Earning my
citizenship award. I got to design the certificate myself and the
teacher said it was so good it deserved to be hung on the class
wall.

Impressions of a classroom confession....

Meet The
Crew....!

If there was ever a justification for
what ECYC does, you'd be hard
pressed to find a candidate more
worthy than....Aurnela Madede

Passion personified, Aurnela is the heart and soul of our
establishment and her links to the club go back over ten years. ‘...I
first walked in when I was 14. I was in year 9 or 10 at the time and
was struggling badly at Fulham Cross. ECYC was like a second home
where perhaps for the first time I felt truly appreciated.’’ Indeed, her
vibrancy and vivaciousness belie a troubled life, as she explains,
‘...My parents are from the Congo and, when I was two my family
moved to the UK from France, where I was born. Adjusting to Britain
was tough, especially as it took a while for my father to join us in
London. Growing up, I often felt like the bridge between my family
and wider society. My parents spoke mainly French around us, so it
was often up to me to provide the translations and, I also had to
cater for my younger siblings, even showing up at their parent's
evenings!’’

Such a strain on such young shoulders, meant Aurnela was a lot of
the time, in and out of trouble- inside and outside school. Here, she
speaks volumes, in expressing how ECYC saved her from a potentially
unhappy fate.

‘...When I joined as a teenager, it was one of the best decisions I ever made. It became my second home,
allowed me to catch up on a lost youth and certainly, aided in my development.’’ It was not just within these
walls that Aurnela got the full ECYC treatment; excursions to Greece and Norway opened her eyes and,
gifted her with an insight a world away from Hammersmith.
‘...By the time I’d come of age I knew what I wanted for a vocation and, as I
had practically spent half my formative years at ECYC, it was natural to find
my career path in youth work.’’ With the advice and support of the
club, Aurnela enrolled into a Youth and Community Work and JNC (Joint
Negotiating Committee) qualification at the University of East London.
‘...Even when I was no longer a ‘member’ I still kept one foot at ECYC. Aside
from supporting my under-grad, the club also helped me get into a Masters
at Brunel- where I studied Social Work and graduated just last year.’’
On top of being a local legend, Aurnela is also the proud mother of an infant
daughter. ‘...Being a single parent, I’m astutely aware of the challenges it
entails, that’s why as a side project I personally set up a comprehensive
directory to help single mums access the services available to them.’’

At the fine old age of
27, Aurnela can boast of a full and
colorful life. Yet, as ever, she
is committed in utilizing her wealth
of knowledge and experience to
enrich the lives of others. At the
time of writing, she is in the final
stages of securing the post
of Youth Work Coordinator at a
Young Offenders Institute.
However, if anything’s a
given, Aurnela’s heart is huge
and, we hope they’ll be a place in
it for ECYC long after this ink has
dried.

ECYC's Write Stuff...t

his month our scribe

goes deep down to express his first weeks in higher learning
In late September, I moved to Loughborough
University to study Architecture. A lot earlier than
September however, I had misgivings about the
venture and, on my very first day remember asking
myself ‘...What am I doing here?’’ Even though my
educational path, and the fondest hopes of my
parents, all led to this....
Maybe it was to do with the fact my university
was 115 miles from home, or that I feared
these 4 years may not be long enough.
Starting my course, I didn't know what to
expect...from my peers...from my professors...my
landlord. I wondered how much my
colleagues had prepared for their studies.
I realised us students were more or less on the same
level, relying on each other for answers as much
as our teachers.
My hope of course, is to set a strong
foundation here at Loughborough from which it is
‘predicted’ will be a steady course onto a good
career.
At the end of these four years, I shalI be 22, when it
is expected I would have attained the knowledge
and competence gleaned from voluminous books,
lectures and practices. In
four years, I should also learn about this town and its
culture. Prior to Uni, I thought ‘Loughborough’ was
that stop between Brixton and Camberwell. Apart
from that, I’m sure it differs from my life lived in
London. I would like to think that I have had a good
start to my time at university and, although
it often feels like the first month has been a
fabricated memory, I know these trials will grow
into important life skills and forge an outlook that
will help me in the future.

Over these next few years, I am expecting a lot of good things as well as bad things.
Many students will have advantages with their social status, while others will
have stronger academic acumen. But everyone will struggle at some point.
I predict by the end of my first year it’ll be apparent who is of the determined ilk
and who, the detrimental.
Most of all, I’m curious to learn what or who, will be either the obstacle or the
conduit to my progression as not just a graduate, but a man.

Special guest express
interview
Toward the end of every issue, we
meet one of our many partners here at
ECYC. You may not have seen them on
our grounds, but we assure you
without their friendship and support
we wouldn’t be half as successful as
we are.
For our second issue, we have none
other than Carlos Husbands.....! who
as a Youth Engagement and Diversion
officer , oversees one of ECYC’s most
enduring partnerships!

Who are you...and what do you do? My name is Carlos Husbands, and I head YOUTH ENGAGEMENT
and DIVERSION for the Metropolitan Police. However, I am always Carlos first and, Police second. My job is
to engage youth within the borough who are at a critical juncture and then direct them towards the service
best suited to help them.

What's your connection to ECYC?
Some years ago, while I was still a PCSO (police community support officer) I was working on the case of a
young individual who was a member of ECYC. Following that first interecation my relationship with the club has
grown via not just referals, but also joint schemes like the STOP & SEARCH which we conducted at the club
earlier this year. To this day, whenever I encounter a youth in trouble, the first place I look to send them to is
ECYC!

What's the best thing about our community?
The Diversity! Ever since I was growing up in Fulham, the eclecticism has astounded and inspired me. For
instance, on a street like Ifield Road there could be a council block stood between a banker's apartment on
one side, and a popstars mansion on another. I know that sounds quaint and naïve but, there are many
places in London where such classes would never rub shoulders.

What's the most rewarding part of your job?
Building bridges with young people, particularly those at risk of falling into gangs or crime. Even those who are
unfortunately stuck in criminality, I've seen they are able to approach me when ordinarily they'd never go near
anyone in uniform. I always believe the best way to steer young minds away from crime is to shatter the
perception that 'crime equals opportunity'. However, my single proudest contribution, was organising job fairs,
pacifically targeted towards those in their late teens. I can't think of the figure we've helped get into work.

As we slowly gear for a post-COVID reality, what's the MET's plan going forward?
Working towards a stronger transparency and, developing a culture where consultation with our
communities is standard.

Finally, in light of recent global movements questioning the role of the Police, how can
relations between the MET and the community be improved?
Communication is paramount. A close second would be recruiting Londoners to police London. I honestly
believe things will change enormously once law enforcement mirrors the society it serves.

