
ECYCGAZETTE
Welcome back!

Friends...members....family! We hope you all had
a wonderful winter laced with love, warmth and
relaxation!

It was with great chutzpah we return, to do away
with any winter blues in this new year of 2022!

But first, we wish to apologize to our extended
community but more so thank them for their
patience while our building underwent major
works over the past months. The refurbishments
were the first such to take place in over a decade
and we hope once you see our new look you'll
agree it was well worth the wait.

As always, there's much to enjoy inside so with
much delay, delve right in and Enjoy....!!
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Thoroughly Modern Mila!

'Although she hardly 
makes a sound, her 
talents know no bounds, 
meet the marvelous and 
mercurial...Mila!
At 2 months shy of thirteen, Mila Dagher has already 
spent a quarter of her life at ECYC...mainly on our 
pitches, mind. Being a lifelong resident of Ifield Road, 
as long as she could recall, Mila looked out her 
window anxiously awaiting the day she could 
become a member. '...I was always playing in the 
communal playground next door from my house. 
Some of the older kids were members of the youth 

club. I couldn’t' wait until I turned 9 to be able to join 
and take part!'' Mila had her eye squarely on the 
football field, and the fact back then it was still 
concrete, was no deterrence. For even those who 
haven't met her, Mila's reputation as a football 
fanatic is known far and wide. '….Since year 3 I can't 
remember a time I wasn't playing football everyday. I 
can't say how or….....

With her saccharine stroll, and dry droll, it's easy to mistake Mila as 
one-dimensional. Verily, it took an hour of sitting with her to gradually 
reveal a multi-faceted and multi-talented individual. Apart from 
Sports, she has an incredible general knowledge, routinely winning 
club quizzes here at ECYC. At school, she particularly enjoys Maths, 
chemistry and physics. But more interesting is her musical 
acumen...not only is she proficient with the piano, she is also a gifted 
guitarist, able to play any tune by ear. It is indeed incredible how one 
so humble and so young, can be so exemplary. Perhaps it's down to 
her parents- a Lebanese dad, who works as an app developer and 
graphic designer- while her Greek mother, runs the Arts centered non-
profit 'A Space in Between' whose work with ECYC's elderly services 
produced portraits you may have seen hanging on our staircase.

With so many skills at her disposal, Mila's future only has one 
trajectory. '….I haven't thought about a career which does not involve 
football. At the moment, I would rate my performance as better than 
most. I do however want to improve my shot accuracy, and I'd like to 
be better with my left foot, but most of all I want our team to win the 
ESFA league....with me scoring the winner, even though I'm a 
center back!''

…...why the enthusiasm started. I guess I've always been sporty, and I would always watch the older children 
playing from my bedroom window. It may've also been my uncle from my Greek side, who used to make 
me watch Olympiakos matches with him.'' Even if it started as a childhood fascination the beautiful 

game could never be called a fad. Truly, Mila has been playing in Girl's football teams since she was seven 
years of age. Today, not only is she a star of ECYC's Female Friday Football (pardon the alliteration) club, she 
also plays with local team SportDuet, as well as the Latymer Upper School girls team- who have just been 
drawn into the quarter-finals of the ESFA (England School Football Association) league...which includes 500 
teams, nationwide!

Mila- top row, far right



ECYC- News & Events

The first of our two Photo themed stories this issue, looks back to last December, when six members and staff paid a visit 
to the National Portrait Galleries- Taylor Wessing Photography Exhibition-2021. The outing was a chance for young 
members to witness examples of world class photography, and competitors to the coveted Taylor Wessing Photo 
competition. This trip was the second of our long-term Cultural initiative, known as ‘Cultural Capital’ This also included a 
task in which members were asked to provide a written piece on any exhibits they particularly enjoyed. One such 
evaluation was especially impressive, by Jonah- 13 whom, writing on the Hakanal Sonzal series of pictures on the 
Fukushima Radiation Disaster, opined ‘….The pictures really capture the emotion of the people, and even the more subtle 
ones hide a deeper meaning which you may miss at first glance.’

As alluded to on our front page, the club went 
through major building works early this year. 
Among the improvements were new windows. 
as well as frames. A bi-foldable double door in 
the basement kitchen, to replace the aged 
French doors. Treating long neglected damp , 
applying non-slippage paint for the stairs, also a 
new face-lift on our entrance façade. And if you 
wondered what caused delays, that would 
be some urgent brickwork required on our 
roof.



ECYC- Firmly in the 
frame!!!

Yameena- 15 'I've always liked 

photography. But, contrary to the 
picture I'm holding, I was always 
partial to landscapes. This photo was 
actually taken on a whim. Las 
(subject in the frame) was having a 
match-time refreshment and, I just 
happened to be there as he was 
opening his mouth. I think the picture 
was noted because it shows a very 
ordinary act, but framed in such a 
way it looks distinct...otherwise it 
wouldn't have won, right?
In saying that however, I am 
surprised this image was chosen, the 
absolute truth is that it isn't even the 
best one I took that day (!)''

Glitz and gongs galore were had at the Chelsea Theatre late last year, 
as the winners of 'a day in your life' were announced and, no less 
than seven ECYC members were the recipient of awards, as well as 
an additional three who made the shortlist. Read on, as we hear 
from some of the victors…..

Sky- 12 I'm into all sorts of Art, and 

photography is one of my favorite forms of 
self-expression. I had my eye on a 
nature/abstract image all along. These 
flowers were found at Brompton Cemetery 
and, I remember it took several snaps until I 
caught a portrait with which I was satisfied. 
Flowers in bloom symbolize freedom as well 
as beauty. To me the white, yellow and 
green tones represent a calm serenity. I 
want the viewer to be soothed by the 
imagery, but at the same time, I don’t want 
to push them toward any particular 
reaction.''

Karim- 9 'A couple of years ago, my older brother was 

doing an Art project where he took pictures of people and 
later played around with their shapes and features- in the 
mode of graffiti artist Keith Haring. After we were given our 
task at the work-shop I went to Brompton cemetery and 
took several pictures of graves. Then I happened upon this 
great colonnade in the middle of the cemetery. It was really 
atmospheric, with shafts of light shooting between the 
columns. The image represents classical beauty, and also 
reminds me of the type of structures you'd find in Hogwarts. 
The colonnade is quite scary I think, so I want my audience 
to feel startled at first, before they can appreciate the 
beauty of the structure. I definitely look forward to taking 
part in more of these workshops and am keen to take lots of 
pictures during my Easter Holiday.



Ben – 10 'I've always been around photography, as my aunt is 

a photographer and, both my parents work in films. It took me a 
while to find the perfect image (barbershop- under construction) 
but when I did, I knew it would do as all it took was one shot. The 
thing I like best about this picture are the perfect angles of the 
shop front...very geometric. I want to convey to the viewer a 
sense of curiosity, as in what could be being built on this site as 
well as how it will look when completed. I'm grateful to have been 
part of this experience and, even more so to have won a prize!''

Elle- 11 'My interest in 

pictures started with me 
watching videos on YouTube 
by a photographer called 
Jordan Matter. His vlogs were 
definitely inspirational. I was 
out looking for images when I 
randomly spotted this crow 
and snapped it. I was drawn to 
it not just out of spontaneity, 
but more because to me at 
least, crows are noisy and can 
be aggressive, but here, it 
resembles a dove. For me, this 
image represents the beauty of 
wildlife, and I hope by seeing 
it, viewers can learn to 
appreciate nature. Winning 
certainly encouraged me to 
pursue photography further.''

'me and my brother were both child models, and like my cousin (Elle) I was a fan of 

Jordan Matter. I wanted to go for something special, so while we were in the 
playground at the club I asked my brother to do flips. I like how the picture perfectly 
captures the joy of movement. It was done in one take and, I thought it was just a cool 
picture but not necessarily a winning one. The experience has definitely convinced me 
to experiment more with the craft.

'Like my sister, I'd done modelling as a 
kid, so I was familiar around cameras 
from a young age. I had always 
intended to get a pic of a car. I was 
drawn to this model, solely because of 
the shape of the hood and headlights. It 
symbolizes to me how vintage cars have 
a timeless beauty about them. I knew 
my pic would do well, as our workshop 
instructor said I had 'excellent 
composition'.''

Silvia-11

Ricky- 13



Meet The 
Crew....!

In this edition of our staff profiles, we introduce a 
most distinguished young man, prepare to meet the 
bright and brilliant....Hisham Mohamed!'

'….I only realized recently that whilst growing up, I did miss out on much, compared to friends. Even 
though back then I was mindful of my academic gifts, I only appreciate now that in order to let it flourish, 
sacrifices had to be made. But I don’t want to give the impression that succeeding scholastically means 
no fun at all! A healthy work-life balance and good time management is the key.''
Hisham already has his eyes on Russell Group universities, where he intends to pursue the hard sciences. 
Admirably, for someone coming of age in the Pandemic era, he does not see his future threatened by a 
post covid world. Moreover, the pressure which rests on his shoulders is that of the prodigal son, whose
family, friends and community- expect a great 
many things. '...I will be the first from my family to 
go uni. Also, I come from an area where many boys 
my age go down a bad route, or if their lucky end 
up with a 'dead end' job. That's not me.'' Even if he 
does not realize it, those of Hisham's pedigree will 
be pioneers of a new definition of what it means 
to be young, gifted and black.

Humble. Driven. Wise. A mere three 
words could never do justice to this 
young man, but if we had to give a brief 
description, no three would be 
finer. Hisham joined our team last 
Autumn as a dedicated homework tutor. 
Halfway through his first year at sixth 
form, Hisham is already considered a 
Mathematics prodigy, having represented 
his school in numeracy competitions at 
secondary and primary level. Participants 
on our summer program last year may 
remember his affable father- Shurie, 

ferrying us to and fro in his coach with 
reliability and charm. Hisham graced us 
shortly after, a native of North-West 
London, he joined Holland Park's Sixth 
form in September. '...I was drawn to HPS 
for its academic quality. The culture and 
atmosphere was markedly different to my 
old school, which was quite intimidating 
at first. But I also appreciate the necessity 
to explore new environments, and meet 
new people, if I hope to improve and 
grow.''

Hisham is by far the youngest of ECYC staff, 
though it may not be apparent given his 
mature comportment and ever-present 
navy suit. However, his age- mirroring many 
of our members- provides an effective 
conduit, as it presents our members with a 
bright example of how someone of their ilk 
can excel in a tough subject. Even if by his 
own admission numeracy comes natural, 
the journey which took him to a 9 in his 
GCSE's did not come without tough graft.

The hair and height was different, the trajectory...the same

Hisham- on 
the right, 
with his first 
slice of 
press!



Who are you...and what do you do?

What's your connection to ECYC?

Special guest express 
interview
Toward the end of every issue, we 
meet one of our many partners here 
at ECYC. You may not have seen them 
on our grounds, but we assure you 
without their friendship and support 
we wouldn’t be half as successful as 
we are.
For issue seven, we have none other 
than Elvan Yilmazata...! Contract 
manager with The Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea, oversees one 
of ECYC’s most enduring 
partnerships!

What's the most rewarding part of your job?

What's the best thing about our community?

How would you advice the young to make a career in public service?
Personally, I've always been passionate about helping people, especially young people. Having an innate 
sense of civic duty and responsibility is key if you truly wish to improve the lives of others. Public service is a 
wide spectrum, and I would say conscientiousness is necessary to deliver a service which many depend on to 
be strong, and effective. Also, I am trained as a BECC Officer (Borough Emergency Control Centre) which acts 
as the council's equivalent to an emergency response unit. In recent instances like the pandemic, and the 
floods last summer, I had the role of sign posting - directing people to the relevant services / people as well as 
being on the ground when necessary to support our most vulnerable residents. Therefore, to succeed in this 
line of work, one should always be willing to roll up their sleeves and get stuck in, when the unexpected 
arise.

I'm Elvan, and I'm a contract manager for RBKC, tasked with overseeing the council's youth club 
services with partners across the borough. I have been in this post for nearly two years, and have 
worked for the Council for a total of eight years. My educational background includes an undergrad 

in International Relations, and I also have a Master's degree in European Governance / Politics from 
the University of Bristol.

Although, my work has always been within children's services, I only became acquainted with ECYC when I started 
contract management. With ECYC, our responsibility entails funding the delivery of youth services / activities and 
holiday provision. Part of my work is to also monitor attendance and ensure the service is reaching out to as many 
young people as possible, and that the offer is regularly being reviewed through consultation with young people so 
that it can be adapted to meet the emerging needs.

The diversity and immense sense of community. Contrary to popular perception of RBKC as a closed 
and privilege enclave, I find it has loads to offer in terms of culture and opportunities. Where I'm from, 
there isn't nearly as much museums, parks, or youth services. Basically, the borough of RBKC encapsulates 
the very best which London has to offer.

I began my current post with the onset of COVID. This was a very challenging time as not only was all our 
work conducted online, there was a constant need to modify service in accordance with National Youth Agency 
Covid guidelines. I am incredibly proud of how the sector continued to strive to deliver despite the difficult 
circumstances, and now that things are easing I especially relish visiting our sites and seeing directly how lives are 
positively being impacted.



Until next time, we leave you with a graffiti inspired 
kaleidoscope, signaling our dizzying times.


